The Blind Poet

In the country graveyard of Rahasane, near Craughwell, Co. Galway lies the grave of a well-known Irish poet. He died in 1835, having spent most of his life travelling as a wandering bard. A bard was a poet who recited his work. In those days people like him would visit wealthy houses where they would play an instrument, sing or read poetry. In return, their payment would often be food, drink or even a bed for the night. The blind poet played the fiddle and recited poetry for his living. 

He was born in 1784 near Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo, and believed to have been  

blinded as a little boy from smallpox. Some say he was blind at birth. Some of his famous works are Eanach Dhuin and Cill Aodáin, still learned by Irish schoolchildren. Many believe he wrote Mise Raifteirí an File. This is not certain as Sean O Ceallaigh (Sean Kelly) as a tribute may have written it. The first four lines of the poem appeared on the old Irish five-pound note. Translated they read . . .

''I am Raftery the poet, Full of hope and love, Having eyes without sight, Lonely I rove''

Have you guessed the identity of the mystery poet? He gave his name to our school. 

His name is . . . Anthony Raftery (Antoine Raifteirí)   
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